
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 2026  

ΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦ 

Pastor - Breanna Tessitore 

Secretary, Michelle Ieradi - Music Director, Debra Schoen 

www.bethanypalmyra.org - - E-Mail: bethanypalmyra@gmail.com 
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FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF BETHANY LUTHERAN  
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Church Council & 

Finance Committee                       2nd Tuesday 

Worship Committee                       1st Monday 

Menôs Breakfast                   1st & 3rd Saturday 

WELCA Circles                            1st full week 

WELCA Exec. Board                   3rd Thursday 

Pack 9 BSA             every Monday & Tuesday 

                                         and 3rd Friday Night 

Crew 9 BSA                    every Monday Night 

Troop 9 BSA                   every Tuesday Night 

Monthly Meetings 



A Message From Our Pastor:  
Blessed Easter!! 
 
As we enter this Easter season, which lasts from Easter Sunday on April 5th through  
May 17th, I'm spending a lot of time thinking about faith formation. What are the ways 
we grow our faith? How do we find time and opportunities to ask questions and explore 
our doubts? Where may God be calling us to explore long held assumptions?  
 
Education and faith formation are two ways to describe the ways in which we explore 
the Bible and its teachings. No matter our age or previous study, there is always room 
for us to learn and grow in our faith. Here at Bethany we have a number of faith         
formation opportunities coming up.  
 
I want to encourage you to consider joining the discussion group about the ELCA's new 
social statement, ñFaith and Civic Life: Seeking the Wellbeing of All.ò This group will 
meet six times, beginning on April 12th after worship, to read through the new social 
statement which was approved at the 2025 ELCA churchwide assembly. Copies of the 
statement are available for pickup from the church office.  
 
In addition to the discussion group, we will continue to hold weekly Bible Study. We 
meet at 2:00 pm on Wednesdays at the Miller House (as well as on zoom) in order to 
discuss the gospel text assigned for the upcoming Sunday. If you intend to come, please 
reach out and let me know. We occasionally make changes to the time or location to fit 
the needs of the group.  
 
For our rising seventh graders or those who have not yet participated, we will be starting 
a new confirmation cohort. Confirmation is flexible based on the students involved but 
primarily involves two years of reading, thinking, praying, and discussing our faith as 
Lutherans in preparation for the opportunity to affirm one's baptism and become an adult 
member of our congregation. Anyone who is curious or interested should reach out to 
me sooner rather than later so I can organize our plans based on the participants.  
 
I am also looking to gather folks for a communion education event. Whether in                
preparation for receiving communion for the first time or as a refresher on our theology 
around communion, everyone is invited to participate in this event. Depending on         
interest, I am happy to have multiple classes, one for elementary aged folks and one for 
teenagers/adults. If you are interested in attending, let me know so I can schedule based 
around participantsô availability.  
 
In addition to these more formal opportunities, please reach out if there is a topic or 
question that is weighing on you. I would be happy to share books, resources, and       
potentially hold a discussion group about a topic if interest is present.  
 
May God bless you in your questions and doubts, your learning and pondering.  
 
Pr. Bre 



A Message From Our Council President 
 
Welcome Spring and welcome this time of renewal. We have much to be thankful for. God is 
good. 
 
Please mark your calendars so you donôt miss any of our church services or activities. Join us 
Easter Sunday prior to service for a delicious breakfast. It should be a lovely time. 
 
We will be holding our Annual Congregational Meeting, May 17th after church service. Please 
 plan on attending this important meeting. 
 
 
Just a reminder that we are still in need of one more church council member. Church council is a            
wonderful opportunity for you to become involved and help shape our future. If you have any 
questions please reach out to one of our council members or if you are interested please join us at  
our next council meeting April 14th  at 7:00 pm in the Miller House. 
 
Easter Blessings, 
 
Stephanie Staudenmayer  

Council Meeting Summary 

Minutes from the December 9, 2025 Council Meeting 

 

Church Council met on February 10, 2026. Staff support was in attendance to provide             

recommendations regarding increases regarding staff in advance of the congregation meeting 

in May. There is an open spot to attend the Synod Assembly meeting on May 30th, 2026.    

Committee reports included updates and what is to come in the following month.  

 

Allison Greenfield 

Council Secretary 



Christian Education 

 

How does your faith inform your participation in civic life? 
 

Does praying, ñThy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,ò call us to strive to understand and join that 
work?  Be part of the conversation, as we share and discuss questions like these for six sessions,          
following church service, starting April 12th. 
 
Last year, after a six-year process, the ELCA Churchwide Assembly adopted a social statement by a vote 
of 762-16, titled ñFaith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-being of Allò.  This statement is grounded in 
Scripture, Lutheran theology, modern social science, and the discernment of the church. 
 
One of the purposes of ELCA Social Statements, is to encourage discussions in local congregations. They 
do not tell us what to think ï they provide a framework for thoughtful engagement with social issues as 
we participate in Godôs work in the world.  For more information, visit www.elca.org/socialstatements . 
 
We look forward to interesting, meaningful discussions as we journey together throughout the Easter    
Season!  Please let Mimi Confer know if you are interested in participating.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Mimi Confer 

Fellowship Committee 
 

THANK YOU to the many cooks and workers who helped make Bethanyôs Soup Supper a  
Memorable Lenten Event, preceding the Worship Service on March 18th. Forty-five people came to 
Gibson Hall to enjoy a choice of six different, delicious, home-made soups and good fellowship. 

 
Up-Coming Events: 

 
April 4th at 9 AM Easter Sunday Breakfast prior to our 10:15 AM Worship Service 
 
April 19th Coffee Hour following WELCA Sunday 10:15 AM Worship Service 

 
Please watch for sign-up sheets in the Narthex and let us know if you plan to attend and / or wish to 
help with these events. 
 
Thank you again 
 
Your Fellowship Committee 

http://www.elca.org/socialstatements


Social Ministry  Committee 
 

Dinner Is Served 
Wednesday, April 29, 5-7 PM 

 
Wow!  Our free monthly open community dinner, ñDinner Is Servedò, got off to a 

great start on February 26th!  Fifty-two people attended, including about 25 who are not 

connected with our congregation!  It was a wonderful evening of meeting new people, 

sharing conversation and a great meal!  Many thanks to all who helped ï folks prayed, 

baked desserts, invited guests, posted flyers, shopped, set up the room, prepped the 

meal, greeted guests and made them feel welcome, served, chatted with our guests, and 

cleaned up!  We thank God for each and every one of you! 

 

Bethanyôs friendly, welcoming nature is on display at these monthly dinners,          

highlighting our ministry of hospitality to the whole community.  ñDinner Is Servedò is 

open to all.  Everyone is welcome!  Looking around the room brings to mind the 13th 

chapter of the Letter to the Hebrews: ñLet mutual love continue. Do not neglect to 

show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without 

knowing it.ò 

 

As I write this, we are looking forward to the March 26thñDinner Is Servedò, and once 

again so many of you are coming forward to volunteer and to participate!  We so      

appreciate your support and openness!  Our congregationôs Endowment Fund has       

generously provided a $1,000.00 grant to start a new special fund for gifts to ñDinner 

Is Servedò.  And, Thrivent Financial has donated a $250 Action Team gift card, to help 

pay toward the cost of the March dinner.  If you would like to donate towards future 

dinners, just mark your donation ñDinner Is Servedò, and put it in the offering plate. 

 

If you feel called to help with this ministry of hospitality, please speak to a member of 

the Social Ministries Committee, or call the church office.  Please note that we plan to 

hold these dinners on the last Wednesday of each month.  Thanks be to God for this 

opportunity to serve our neighbors! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mimi Confer,  

Social Ministries Committee 



              We recently had 157 households receiving help.  

            As food prices have risen recently,  

 ongoing donations are especially needed.  

Drop off in the Narthex or  

call the office at 856 -829 -2373 for pickup  

          At Your Home!  

    Stewardship Letter  

 
 

Happy Easter to All ï Alleluia He is Risen!!!!!! 

 

Hello Bethany Friends, 

 

Happy Easter Season to all, it is my great honor to share with you that on April 19th, 2026, our own                    

Kim Salton will be leading our Sunday Service and will preach her very first Sermon of which she wrote           

because of the training that we both went through last year. Then the very next week on the fourth Sunday of 

Easter I will be leading the service and preaching my very first Sermon which I wrote myself. This is a                

momentous occasion for both Kim and I as we attended classes together for several weeks and practiced our 

Sermons live in Hamilton, NJ. Please do your best to be present and support us as we worked extremely hard 

to get to this point. We feel confident to be able to help when Pastor Bre is not available and it will save the 

Church some money since we will not be paying for a substitute Pastor for the two weeks in a row. Of course, 

there will be no communion both weeks as neither of us are ordained and cannot offer the sacrament. I hope to 

see you all there! If not, then please watch our live stream online. 

 

Secondly, I announce that our next Stewardship Drive ñBuilding a Culture of Generosityò will kick-off on 

September 27th, 2026, and we will have our Intent Sunday on October 25th, 2026. We will be asking our  

entire congregational to participate and join us by returning your new ñIntent Cardò which will be our new 

form replacing the old ñCount Me Inò format. In cases you are wondering what is an ñIntent Cardò? We will 

be asking all Bethany Lutheran Members to complete with prayerful thought about their Intent to support the 

community and programs of our Church in the future. We are asking you to join us as we grow our Church, 

serve the local community and around the world! Let us get excited and motivated because exciting new things 

are happening at Bethany Lutheran Church. Looking forward to sharing Godôs gifts!  

 

Thank you all for your gracious and generous giving as always!  

 

May God Bless you all and keep you safe, healthy, and happy! Remember God loves you and wants you to 

love him too! So, let us spread the love as Jesus has taught us as we go through our daily lives. Amen! 

 

 

ñFor God so loveth a Cheerful Giverò 2 Corinthians Thanks be to God! 

 

  Tom Willard - Chairperson 



Worship Committee 

 
Highlights in March: 

¶ The Season of Lent ended on Sunday March 22nd 

¶ The first day of Spring (March 20th ï also Pastor Breôs Birthday) was a beautiful day (sunny and  

breezy).  

¶ By March 22nd we had thunderstorms, and wind gusts. We couldnôt put away the heavy coats, scarfs, 

and gloves yet as the winds made it feel like winter again. Typical March weather. 

 

April is a busy month! Hope to see you at some if not all of these services. 

¶ March 29th is Palm Sunday. We will begin the service outside, weather permitting. 

¶ April 2nd Maundy Thursday Service will be held at Central Baptist at 7:00pm. 

¶ April 3rd 7 Last Words on Good Friday  will be held at Asbury Methodist, from Noon to 3:00pm. 

¶ April 3rd Good Friday Tenebrae Service will be held at Bethany at 7:00pm. 

¶ April 5th Easter Breakfast at 9:00am in Gibson Hall. 

¶ April 5th Easter Service will begin at 10:15am.  

¶ April 12th Easter Play will be held during the Sermon time. Come out and see and hear the children 

telling us about the Good News. 

¶ April 19th will be WELCA Sunday. Kim Salton will be our Lay Leader. A coffee hour will follow 

hosted by WELCA. 

¶ April 26th Service will be led by Lay Leader Tom Willard. 

 

Our April meetings will return to our regular scheduled time. Martha Circle will meet                      

 

Tuesday, April 7th and Eve Circle will meet Wednesday, April 8th  

at 11:00 AM in The Miller House. 

 

Pack a sandwich and join us for topic discussion and fellowship. 

 

All women of Bethany are members of WELCA. 

 

WELCA Sunday is April 19th with a coffee hour to follow. 

 

Hope to see you there. 

Stephanie Staudenmayer 

WELCA President  
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