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A Message From Our Pastor:

Beloved people of Bethany,

Summer is here, bringing with it the desire for less structure, more rest, and the joy of
vacations and day trips. As June, July, and August unfold, many of us step out of our
usual routines. I’m certainly not one to discourage that; time spent outside, resting and
recharging in God’s beautiful creation, is one of my favorite parts of the season. Summer
also gives us unique opportunities to notice God’s presence in new ways and to nurture
our faith in simple, steady rhythms.

As we enter this season, we also enter what the church calls “Ordinary Time.” This is the
part of the church year not marked by festivals or special seasons, but by ordinal numbers
— first, second, third, and so on— which simply count the Sundays. The color for this
season is green, reminding us of growing things. And that is the heart of Ordinary Time:
the slow, steady, faithful growth of our life with God.

As our schedules shift, I invite you to consider how you might support your faith during
these months. If you’re traveling and away from church on a Sunday, you might worship
with us online or visit a congregation wherever you are. You could begin a simple
devotional practice, try a new prayer routine, or pick up a book that helps you explore
your faith more deeply. If weekends are full but your weekdays have more space, perhaps
this is a good time to volunteer with a ministry or committee that speaks to your gifts.

There are so many ways to use this season to nurture your faith and deepen your roots in
this community. If you’d like to talk through ideas or explore what might fit your life

right now, I would love to hear from you.

Peace,




Council President

As my term comes to an end, I cannot help but reflect over the past six years. I’d like to thank everyone for
their support and the relationships I have developed.

I am most grateful for all the council members I have worked with, who give so generously of their time,
talent and energy to make our church the best it can be. I am in awe of their dedication.

I am thankful for the congregational members who stepped up to volunteer to be on council. I had a
wonderful learning experience and opportunity to learn the fundamental workings of our church. And it is a
chance for you to make a difference and have a voice on matters of importance to you. I pray our new
council to have a harmonious, happy and healthy new year as they take on new challenges.

Council Meeting Summary

Minutes from the May 12, 2026 Council Meeting

Council met for our last meeting of fiscal year 2025-2026 on May 12" . Thank you to Fred and
Stephanie for your work on council! Financially, we disbursed more than received with our
receipts being comparable to the last three years. Dinner is Served is receiving positive reviews
in the community. Sunday School will continue throughout the summer. Scouts’ leadership
came to discuss the potential of changing to a family troop. We’d like to welcome our new
council members: Emily Cheney, Caron Dalesio, and Joan Kelly!

Allison Greenfield

Council Secretary

We recently had 158 households receiving help.
As food prices have risen recently,
ongoing donations are especially needed.
Drop off in the Narthex or
call the office at 856-829-2373 for pickup

Food Pantry At Your Home!
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Did you know?

“This church holds that it has an obligation to name and denounce the idols before which
people bow, to identify the power of sin present in social structures, and to advocate in hope
with poor and powerless people.”

Pages 33-34, ELCA Social Statement on Faith and Civic Life:
Seeking the Well-being of All

Join us in Miller House, after service Sundays, May 24" May 31%, and June 7" to discuss
this social statement.

Mimi Confer,
facilitator
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Fellowship Committee

On May 17", 33 of us attended Bethany’s Annual Congregational Meeting and Luncheon. The
yearly report and review of events went well and the food was GREAT! Thank you to all who
provided deserts, beverages, salads and chips to go along with the hoagies.

On May 18", Carol Fackler and her family hosted 48 members, friends, and family, as they
honored the life of Eileen Morelli.

On May 24" there was a gathering after the service to honor Aly Butler’s Confirmation. This
celebration was hosted by the Worship Committee.

Have a Great Summer!

Your Fellowship Committee




Social Ministry Committee

Dinner Is Sewed

Wednesday, June 24™ 2026 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Wednesday, July 29", 2026 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Wednesday, August 26", 2026 5:00 - 7:00 PM

Our next free monthly open community dinner, “Dinner Is Served”, will be Wednes-
day, June 24™ 2026. Thank you so much to everyone who donates toiletries and other
giveaways, invites people, hangs flyers, shops, bakes, cooks, cleans, sets up, greets,
welcomes, chats with our guests, serves food, cleans up at the end, prays for us and the
people we serve, or helps in some other way! Each one of us is essential to this
ministry!

In April, 66 guests (people not connected with our congregation) came to the Dinner,
doubling our March guest participation! Congregation members had donated lots of
wonderful toiletries which people were very grateful to receive. A new addition in
April: A professional hairdresser donated her time to give free haircuts! People really
beamed as she took great care of them!

We are grateful to Thrivent Financial for donating a $250.00 Action Team gift card, to
help pay toward the cost of the May dinner. Thrivent makes these gift cards available
to all Thrivent members, to encourage local volunteer projects. If you happen to
already be a Thrivent member and would like to apply for one for an upcoming Dinner,
please see Mimi Confer or Pastor Bre.

As 1 write this, we are preparing for our May Dinner, and are hoping to attract even
more guests for a wonderful evening of meeting new people, sharing conversation and
a great meal! If you would like to help with this ministry of hospitality, please speak to
a member of the Social Ministries Committee, or call the church office. Please note
that we plan to hold these dinners on the last Wednesday of each month. Thanks be to
God for this opportunity to serve our neighbors!

Your sister in Christ,

Mimi Confer,
Social Ministry Council Liaison



Stewardship Letter

Welcome Summer Season-Happv Memorial Day

Hello Bethany Friends,

Well, Summer has finally arrived! Everyone says that Memorial Day is the unofficial start of summer. We are
all looking forward to summer vacation and celebrating students who are graduating. Some of us will take trips
down the shore to enjoy the beach for a few days as well. There will be many barbecues and outdoor activities
this summer for us to enjoy. We will remember our Veterans, fallen heroes and survivors who fought for our
freedom. The USA will have its 250™ Anniversary on July 4™, 2026. This is an incredibly special occasion for
us to celebrate the country we live in and love as Americans. What are your plans for the Summer this year?

Please do not forget to visit us each week for our Sunday service if you are in town and worship with us here at
Bethany Lutheran Church. We also would like to see you at the Dinner is Served event on the last Wednesday
of each month. This new ministry has been quite a success and grown very quickly. I am hoping that we will
have one of these meals outdoors with delicious grilled hamburgers, hot dogs, salad, and other great foods to
share with our community here and in neighboring towns. Come join us and see the wonderful things we are
doing in our community. Invite some friends who might enjoy a little fellowship, conversation, and a good
homemade meal!

We have just had our annual congregational meeting to discuss the upcoming year at our Church. We have
approved our budget, which is a challenge as we have had some shortfalls over the last few years. We can put
our trust in the Lord and pray for generosity to increase to meet the budget requirements this year and beyond.
Our new Stewardship Drive is designed to promote “Building a Culture of Generosity” while growing our gifts
each year. We are praying for one or two Church Members to step-up and offer a “Challenge Gift” to support
our annual drive. If you have any questions or would like to discuss becoming a Challenge Gift Donor, please
meet with Pastor Breanna to discuss in private. We want only the best results for our community and together I
am sure we can reach our goals this year! Amen!

Thank you all for your gracious and generous giving as always! May God Bless you all and keep you safe,
healthy, and happy! Remember God loves you and wants you to love him too! So, let us spread the love as

Jesus has taught us as we go through our daily lives. Amen!

For God so loveth a Cheerful Giver” 2 Corinthians Thanks be to God!

=
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-
Tom Willard - Chairperson
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Our last meeting for this WELCA Calendar year will be on June 16™, 2026 with the Annual End Of Year
Luncheon. Since this is a catered luncheon, all that is required of you is to “just bring your smile”. This will be
joint Circle Meeting at 11:00 AM in Gibson Hall and our theme is “250 Year Celebration”. Our guest
speaker will be Nicole Belolan who is a historian from the Riverton Historical Society. She will be giving us a
presentation on historical events from the Tri-Boro Area.

We are looking for new interesting topics to be apart of our monthly discussions. Please feel free to pass on
your thoughts to the WELCA Board.

Due to Labor Day being so late this year, we will reconvene on September 8" and 9™ in the Miller House at
11:00 AM.

For the second half of the year, our project collections of $600.00 will help the Tri-Boro Emergency Fund.
We pray everyone has a safe, healthy Summer.

Worship Committee

Highlights in May:

« Our Annual Congregational Meeting was held on May 17" after the service.

e The children sang the prelude at church on May 24™ (The Day of Pentecost). They also participated
in an Interactive Acts Reading (which replaced the first reading of the day — which was
Acts 2:1-21). The children did a wonderful job.

« Also on May 24" was an Affirmation of Baptism for Alyson Butler. A coffee hour followed the
service to honor Aly’s confirmation.

e Aubree Arcaini was Baptized on May 31*. Her parents are Taylor and Erica Arcaini. Grandparents
are Ruthane and Bud Arcaini.

Coming up in June/July/August:
e Bethany will not be holding a Vacation Bible School this summer. Churches in our area have not
finalized their plans for Vacation Bible School. If any of the churches will be holding a Vacation
Bible School, we will publicize it on a poster in the Narthex or in Sunday bulletins.
e For more information, you are welcome to check out the church websites for churches in our area
to see if they will be holding VBS this year.

Coming up in September:
e We are planning an outdoor Worship Service on a Sunday in September (same Sunday as the
Annual Picnic). This will need to be discussed with Church Council before a date is finalized. More
to come in the September Newsletter.

Enjoy your Summer!




Come join us for our

Sunday School Program on

e June 71"
* July 5™
) August 2"

)
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Sunday School Room

At 11:15 AM

In the Upstairs
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o~ Bethany Lutheran Church

would like to acknowledge the following graduates:

Eighth Grade Graduates

\
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Alyson Butler:
Carusi Middle School, Cherry Hill, NJ
attending Cherry Hill West High, Cherry Hill, NJ
(Chelsea & Jeff Butler’s daughter and
Lisa & Mark Eckhardt Granddaughter)

)

High School Graduates

Nathan Collins
Palmyra High School, Palmyra, NJ
Trade School
Pursuing a career as an Electrician
L‘\ (Rick Dreby’s Grandson)

Morgan Dalesio:
Cinnaminson High School, Cinnaminson, NJ
attending Rowan University, Glassboro, NJ
L-\ pursuing a degree in Dental Hygiene
(Caron Dalesio’s Daughter)

Aidan Schwantes:
Camden Catholic High School, Pennsauken, NJ
attending Holy Family university, Bensalem, PA
pursuing a degree in General Education
(Debra & Dan Schoen’s Grandson)

Bachelor’s Degree Graduates

o o

Evan Schwantes: Degree in Business and Math

‘! Ryder University, Lawrenceville, NJ

(Debra & Dan Schoen’s Grandson)




June
Liturgical Volunteers:

Altar Guild: Martha Rimathe & Mike Wilson
Counters: Joe & Stephanie Staudenmayer

June 7

Communion Assistant: Sue Bohus
Greeter: Kathy Austin

Head Usher: Sue Bohus

Reader: Rick Dreby

June 14

Communion Assistant: Martha Rimathe
Greeter: Ruthane Arcaini

Head Usher: Dan Schoen

Reader: Peggy Schock

June 21

Communion Assistant: Marie Carlin
Greeter: Marie Carlin

Head Usher: Tom Willard

Reader: Chelsea Butler

June 28

Communion Assistant: Joan Kelly
Greeter: Annette Brown

Head Usher: Bill Knowles
Reader: Charleen Burik




What’s Happening...

06/01 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

06/02 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

06/03 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Troop. Comm. Meet (Miller House)

06/04 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM: Pack Comm. Meet (Church 2™ Floor)
06/05
06/06 D-Day

8:00 AM: Men’s Breakfast (Cinnaminson Diner)

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

06/07 Communion
11:15 AM: Sunday School (Church 2™ Floor)
11:30 AM: Discussion Group “Faith & Civic Life” (Miller House)

06/08 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

06/09 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM: Council Meeting (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

06/10 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)

06/11

06/12

06/13 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

06/14 Communion-Flag Day

06/15 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

06/16 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM: All WELCA Luncheon (Gibson Hall)
3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

06/17 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)
06/18 10:30 AM: WELCA Exec Board. Meeting (Miller House)
06/19 Juneteenth

06/20 8:00 AM: Men’s Breakfast (Cinnaminson Diner)
3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

06/21 Communion-Fathers Day

06/22 Bethany News Articles are due
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

06/23 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

06/24 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Dinner Is Served (Gibson Hall)
06/25
06/26
06/27 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

06/28 Communion

06/29 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

06/30 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM:Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)



01 Erica Arcaini

04 Stephanie Staudenmayer
05 Michael Wolan
06 Chris Cannon, Jr.
10 Lane Hozier

12 Gary Lamon

15 Taylor Docherty
15 Lisa Eckhardt

15 Philip Evans

22 Betty Slojewski
22 Charleigh Fields

23 Meghan Dalesio

24 Joan Stein
25 Tessa Grimes
25 Dennis Strauss

29 William Knowles, Il




What’s Happening...

07/01 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Troop. Comm. Meet (Gibson Hall)

07/02 6:30 PM - 9:00 PM: Pack Comm. Meet (Church 2" Floor)
07/03
07/04 Independence Day

8:00 AM: Men’s Breakfast (Cinnaminson Diner)

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

07/05 Communion
11:15 AM: Sunday School (Church 2™ Floor)

07/06 Office Closed
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

07/07 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

07/08 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)

07/09

07/10

07/11 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

07/12 Communion

07/13 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

07/14 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

07/15 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)
07/16
07/17
07/18 8:00 AM: Men’s Breakfast (Cinnaminson Diner)
3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

07/19 Communion

07/20 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

07/21 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

07/22 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)

07/23

07/24

07/25 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

07/26 Communion-Parent’s Day

07/27 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

07/28 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

07/29 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Dinner Is Served (Gibson Hall)

07/30

07/31



04 Eliene Ferreira De Souza
07 Steve Stein

08 Isabella Garson

10 Sandy Stein

12 Thomas Quinn

13 Daniel Schoen

14 Juliette Arcaini

16 Stella Smith

16 Noah Ferreira-Strauss
25 Robert Hozier

25 David Stahl, Sr.

26 Jean Willard

30 River Lopez



08/01

08/02

08/03

08/04

08/05

08/06
08/07
08/08

08/09
08/10

08/11

08/12
08/13
08/14
08/15

08/16
08/17

08/18

08/19
08/20
08/21
08/22

08/23
08/24

08/25

08/26

08/27
08/28
08/29

08/30
08/31

What’s Happening...

8:00 AM: Men’s Breakfast (Cinnaminson Diner)
3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

Communion
11:15 AM: Sunday School (Church 2™ Floor)

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM:
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM:

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM:
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM:

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM:

Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)
Worship Meeting (Miller House)

Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

Bible Study (Miller House)

7:00 PM - 9:00 PM:
6:30 PM - 9:00 PM:

Troop. Comm. Meet (Gibson Hall)
Pack Comm. Meet (Church 2" Floor)

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM:
Communion

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM: Council Meeting (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)

Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

8:00 AM: Men'’s Breakfast (Cinnaminson Diner)
3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

Communion

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)

10:30 AM: WELCA Exec Board. Meeting (Miller House)
3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary
Communion

Bethany News Articles are due
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM: Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Choir Practice (Sanctuary)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM: Bible Study (Miller House)
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Dinner Is Served (Gibson Hall)

3:00 PM - 7:00 PM: Piano/Organ Practice (Sanctuary)

Communion

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM:Quilters (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Worship Meeting (Miller House)
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM: Scouts (Gibson Hall/Undercroft)



01 Linda Strauss

04 Robert Middleton
04 Paula Stahl

04 Betty Sundermier
05 Ellen Cheney

05 Emily Cheney

07 Sara Knowles

10 Rita Greenfield

11 Ethan Mankowski

11 Mary Ann Middleton
12 Margaret Schock

15 Sandra Torres Suarez
16 Travis Smith

20 Kathryn Austin

25 Judy Evans

25 Phyllis Hess (turning 103)
26 Jeanine Fackler

26 Elsie Hoffman
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GUESS WHO JUNE?

Let’s Get to Know Our Church Members:
Hometown: Marlton, NJ
Current Residence: Marlton, NJ; lives with her moma and popa
Position: head baby
Some Favorites:
Hymn / Christian Song: Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes

Season (Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter / Pentecost, Advent, etc.): Warm! Walks in the
sun are the best

Favorite Bible verse / story: Let the children come.

Most Memorable Memory at Bethany:
Screaming at papa in the nursery while he frantically rocks me.

Favorite item at potlucks/coffee hours: Milkies and trying to grab Mama’s food
Answer: Bobbie Tessitore

If you would like to participate, please reach out to Allie Greenfield at greenfield0907@gmail.com

GUESS WHO AUGUST?

Let’s Get to Know Our Church Members:

Hometown: Palmyra, NJ

Family Status: Married 37 years, 2 sons, 2 step daughters, 5 grandchildren
Position: Council Member

Hymn / Christian Song: Down By The River

Season (Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter / Pentecost, Advent, etc.): Christmas

Most Memorable Memory at Bethany: When my sons made their confirmation

Answer: Ruthane Arcaini

If you would like to participate, please reach out to Allie Greenfield at greenfield0907@gmail.com




